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Readers resp

Editor’s note: What follows is
a sampling of the outpouring of
e-mails and letters sent to Pub-
lisher Don Dodd and Staff Writer
Brenda Cannon Stancil of The
Examiner in response to the Feb.
24 story on a Texas law that pun-
ishes young men involved in con-
sensual sexual relationships with
young women who are at least 36
months younger.

That original story is reprinted
below.

Dear Editor,

| wanted to write and thank you for
the article you did on consensual
teenage Sex.

| have a very close family member
who is going through the same thing.
| think it is so sad.

| appreciate your help in teaching
the public and other parents about this
situation.

Jennifer L. Salazar, Houston

Dear Editor,

Thank you for getting the word out.

It is very much appreciated.

You have only scratched the sur-
face of this subject and there are many
more horror stories related to this
abuse of Texas law.

Thank you again for your article.

Trudy Singleton, Southeast Texas

Dear Editor,

| am so grateful for the article — It
is so good to know that the word is
getting out. My son had a complete
nervous breakdown last week and
spent three days in the mental hospital.
He is undergoing a bitter divorce and
the pressures from his unreasonable
probation became too much for him.

He did not know who he was,
where he was, the date or anything
tangible. During the psychiatric evalu-
ation, the doctor asked what was both-
ering him and he broke down in tears
and said, “I am a loser. They tell me |
am a sexual pervert and will never
amount to anything and | lost my fam-
ily. I'am worthless.”

That statement came from a bro-
ken hearted, grief-ridden young man
who in 1998 graduated with honors,
was happy and optimistic and was fac-
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ing a great career with the U.S. Air
Force until this probation came along.

It has whittled him down to a weep-
ing, paranoid pessimist.

We are trying to get him some help.
| am retiring in December and we
bought some lake property in Okla-
homa and are going to try to take him
with us. His probation officer has
already said that he probably cannot
go. | told her that he is now unem-
ployable due to disabilities and cannot
find living or work arrangements here
in the metroplex because of the proba-
tion. | asked her, “So the alternative is
for him to become homeless and on
welfare because of this probation or
the worst case — possibly kill himself
over the stress?”

| am so outraged. | want to donate
more time to the cause of educating
others but with his divorce, losing his
children and his mental condition, |
guess | am to my own maximum right
now.

Thank you again for the article — It
gave me hope. You are awesome peo-
ple.

Take care and God bless you all,
Brenda, Fort Worth

Dear Editor,

Pertaining to the laws found in
Chapter 62 as they are written, | hope
you will read “Findings of the Commit-
tee,” and especially that parts listed
under “Other Concerns.” This shows
what we are up against in changing
these laws, violation of federal acts and
especially funding. We cannot get an
exemption for these unfortunate
teenagers because the State would
loose valuable funding. Funding that
goes to everything else but the sex
offenders. They have to pay their own
way.

Even if simple wording of what
Chapter 62 considers a sexually violent
offense (anyone who is over the age of
17) could do the trick. 1 think it would
still be an uphill battle because of fund-
ing. And, that is the crime!

Cathy

story of young lives ruined

Dear Mr. Dodd,

Today | am taking my hat off to you
for FINALLY printing the truth about
what is happening to our sons!

For far too long, they have been
branded as perverts and predators and
have had their lives ruined by this reg-
istry. The public needs to know too
many are being branded along with
real criminals and this just should not
be. If the young people do not know
what “may happen” to them, pretty
soon there will be enough names on
this registry nationwide to fill a library.

| am sure this is not what was
intended for our citizens at the start of
this list. This should BE ONLY for the
severe cases where a real criminal who
has been in jail, let out and hurt anoth-
er child.

Phoebe

Dear Ms. Stancil,

Thank you so much for having the
courage to write “Branded for Life, Sex
Offender.” | live in Indianapolis, Indi-
ana and my grandson was arrested for
consensual sexual acts.

His ordeal is finally over, but | am
continuing to fight for other boys who
have no idea they can be arrested for
this.

I will forward your article to The
Indianapolis Star. Our organization,
FACES, (Families and Children Exploit-
ed Sexually) has been trying to get this
story out for over two years. The
media seems to be afraid to touch it.

I hope in future articles you will be
describing the hell these kids go
through during the course of “thera-
py.” My grandson is now in therapy to
undo all the damage that was done to
him. Resolute is the largest juvenile
sex offender treatment in Indiana, and
the people who started it came from
Texas. I'm sure the therapy is the
same. | feel that is designed to embar-
rass, demean and destroy self-confi-
dence in these kids. Needless to say
the institutions make a ton of money
from it.

Janet B., Indianapolis, Ind.

Ms. Stancil,
Thank you so much for this article.
| am an advocate for the decriminal-
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ization of consensual teenage sex. |
have examined these ill written laws,
front to back and realize we have a lot
of work ahead to right a wrong. These
laws were made with good intention,
to keep our communities safe, and so
they should. But somehow with prop-
er legal wording, remove these
entrapped teenagers from being
branded for life.

On a more personal note, my heart
is breaking each time | think of my son
and his branded future.

Cathy

Dear Mr. Dodd,

The story on Save Our TexSONS
really hit home with me. My son just
went to prison for 20 years because a
young girl lied about her age and was
willing to have sex. He left behind a
son who just turned two yesterday and
a child | may possibly never know.

This is heart wrenching for me as a
mother and has caused a deep depres-
sion throughout my family.

We, too, are a stable two-parent
family unit with rules. However, these
girls sneak out of their homes and
their parents have no idea where they
are. When they find out that they had
sex, it is not their fault at all. They
blame all fault on the boys and this is
wrong.

| feel this discrimination and law
must be changed.

You can murder someone in this
state and get less time than having
consensual sex with a girl who is usu-
ally the aggressor. | want to help
change the law and | want to see my
son out of prison. He is not a criminal
— just an immature man.

Donna, Sulphur Springs, Texas

See LETTERS on page 10

By Brenda Cannon Stancil
Staff Writer

Editor’'s note: This was the
first segment of a three-part
series dealing with consensual
teen sex and the conse-
quences.

Due to the outpour of calls,
letters and e-mails, we chose
to reprint Part One of the
series

Part Two begins on Page 8
and Part Three will appear in
the March 10 edition.

Teen night at a local club, a
church youth group outing, surfing
the Internet or hanging out in the
neighborhood shopping mall sets
the stage for a seductive-looking
young lady and the young man who
is attracted to her.

Because she is there, makes her-

self available and often does not tell
the truth about her age, wanting to
appear older, young males are faced
with a serious challenge. How old
does she appear to be? How old
does she say she is? How old is she
in reality?

The choice made to engage in
consensual sex can foster a lifetime
of agony and heartache if the inci-
dent is reported to authorities.
Texas has very tough laws on the

books concerning the sexual
assault of a child and judges have
little discretion in meting out sen-
tences.

A 36-month difference in age
and charges being filed by the “vic-
tim,” or someone on her behalf, is
putting Texas teens in places
they’ve never even imagined.

And many parents do not know
that consensual sex, even when the
female is the initiator, is currently
being punished by the State of
Texas based solely on the difference
in ages. The boy can be 17 and the
girl 14, but if the difference is 36
months or more, sexual assault of a

child charges can be filed.

Tana Fillingame, a Vidor resi-
dent, knows this all too well from
personal experience. Her son,
Tony, died in a motorcycle accident
and carried to his grave the title of
registered sex offender. Tony’s
name and personal information
were listed on the Department of
Public Safety’s Web site and he was
branded in his community. Fill-
ingame said, “My son was a regis-
tered sex offender because of an
encounter he had with a 13-year-
old girl who lied about her age.
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